Chapter 4 Era of the French Revolution
entirely different method is used to get rid of
this bad element. These criminals are put into
boats which are then sunk. This is called "sending to the water tower." In truth, if the brigands have sometimes complained about dying
of hunger, they cannot at least complain about
dying of thirst. About twelve hundred were

made to drink today. I do not know who
thought up this kind of punishment, but it is
much more speedy than the guillotine which
henceforth seems destined to cut off the heads
of nobles, priests and all those who, according
to the rank which they formerly occupied, had
a great influence over the common people.

REVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Compare and contrast Maximilien Robespierre's vision of the Republic of Virtue
with the ideals of the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of Citizens in Section 3. What did Robespierre mean by virtue?
2. On what grounds did Robespierre justify terror?
3. Like medieval inquisitors, Robespierre regarded people with different views not as
opponents but as sinners. Discuss this statement.
4. How did the Jacobins justify their ruthless policies in the Vendee?
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-Napoleon:
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I n 1799, a group of conspirators that included Napoleon Bonaparte (17691821), an ambitious and popular general, staged a successful coup d'6tat.
Within a short time, Napoleon became a one-man ruler, and in 1804 he
crowned himself emperor of the French. Under Napoleon's military dictatorship, political ,freedom (a principal goal of the French Revolution) was suppressed. Nevertheless, Napoleon preserved, strengthened, and spread to other
lands many of the Revolution's reforms. He supported religious tolerance, secular education, and access to positions according to ability; he would not restore
the privileges of the aristocracy and church.

Napoleon Bonaparte
LEADER, GENERAL,
TYRANT, REFORMER
Napoleon was a brilliant military commander who carefully planned each campaign, using speed, deception, and surprise to confuse and demoralize his opponents. By rapid marches, Napoleon would concentrate a superior force
against a segment of the enemy's strung-out forces. Recognizing the importance of good morale, he sought to inspire his troops by appealing to their
honor, their vanity, and their love of France.
I n 1796, Napoleon, then a young officer, was given command of the French
army in Italy. In the Italian campaign, he demonstrated a genius for propaganda
and psychological warfare, as the following proclamations to his troops indicate.
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LEADER AND GENERAL
2 7 ~ 796

Soldiers, you are naked, ill fed! The Government owes you much; it can give you nothing.
Your patience, the courage you display in the
midst of these rocks, are admirable; but they
procure you no glory, no fame is reflected upon
you. I seek to lead you into the most fertile
plains in the world. Rich provinces, great
cities will be in your power. There you will
find honor, glory, and riches. Soldiers of Italy,
would you be lacking in courage or constancy?
. .

.

April 26, 1796

In a fortnight you have won six victories,
taken twenty-one standards, fifty-five pieces
of artillery, several strong positions, and conquered the richest part of Piedmont {a region
in northern Italy]; you have captured 15,000
prisoners and killed or wounded more than
10,000 men. . . .
. . . You have won battles without cannon,
crossed rivers without bridges, made forced
marches without shoes, camped without brandy
and often without bread. Soldiers of liberty,
only republican phalanxes {infantry troops]
could have endured what you have endured.
Soldiers, you have our thanks! The grateful Patrie [nation] will owe its prosperity to you. . . .
The two armies which but recently attacked
you with audacity are fleeing before you in terror; the wicked men who laughed at your misery and rejoiced at the thought of the triumphs
of your enemies are confounded and trembling.
But, soldiers, as yet you have done nothing
compared with what remains to be done. . . .
. . . Undoubtedly the greatest obstacles have
been overcome; but you still have battles to
fight, cities to capture, rivers to cross. Is there
one among you whose courage is abating? . . .
No. . . . All of you are consumed with a desire
to extend the glory of the French people; all of
you long to humiliate those arrogant kings who
dare to contemplate placing us in fetters; all of
you desire to dictate a glorious peace, one which

will indemnify the Patrie for the immense sacrifices it has made; all of you wish to be able to
say with pride as you return to your villages, "I
was with the victorious army of Italy!"
Friends, I promise you this conquest; but
there is one condition you must swear to h l fill-to respect the people whom you liberate,
to repress the horrible pillaging committed by
scoundrels incited by our enemies. Otherwise
you would not be the liberators of the people;
you would be their scourge. . . . Plunderers
will be shot without mercy; already, several
have been. . . .
Peoples of Italy, the French army comes to
break your chains; the French people is the
friend of. all peoples; approach it with confidence; your property, your religion, and your
customs will be respected.
We are waging war as generous enemies,
and we wish only to crush the tyrants who enslave you.

The following passages from Napoleon's diary shed light oh his generalship, ambition,
and leadership qualities.

What a thing is imagination! Here are men
who don't know me, who have never seen me,
but who only knew of me, and they are moved
by my presence, they would do anything for
me! And this same incident arises in all centuries and. in all countries! Such is fanaticism!
Yes, imagination rules the world. The defect of
our modern institutions is that they do not
speak to the imagination. By that alone can
man be governed; without it he is but a brute.
1800

The impact of an army, like the total of mechanical coefficients, is equal to the mass multiplied by the velocity.
A battle is a dramatic action which has its
beginning, its middle, and its conclusion. The
result of a battle depends on the instantaneous

,

Chapter 4 Era of the French Revolution

flash of an idea. When you are about to give
battle concentrate all your strength, neglect
nothing; a battalion often decides the day.
In warfare every opportunity must be seized;
for fortune is a woman: if you miss her to-day,
you need not expect to find her to-morrow.
There is nothing in the military profession I
cannot do for myself. If there is no one to make
gunpowder, I know how to make it; gun carriages, I know how to construct them; if it is
founding a cannon, I know that; or if the details of tactics must be taught, I can teach them.
The presence of a general is necessary: he is
the head, he is the all in all of an army. It
was not the Roman army conquered Gaul,
but Czesar; it was not the Carthaginians made
the armies of the Republic tremble at the
very gates of Rome, but Hannibal; it was not
the Macedonian army marched to the Indus
[River], but Alexander; . . . it was not the
Prussian army that defended Prussia during
seven years against the three strongest Powers
of Europe, but Frederick the Great.
Concentration of forces, activity, activity
with the firm resolve to die gloriously: these
are the three great principles of the military art
that have always made fortune favourable in all
my operations. Death is nothing; but to live
defeated and ingloriously, is to die every day.
I am a soldier, because that is the special faculty I was born with; that is my life, my habit.
I have commanded wherever I have been. I
commanded, when twenty-three years old, at
the siege of Toulon; . . . I carried the soldiers of
the army of Italy with me as soon as I appeared
among them; I was born that way. . . .
It was by becoming a Catholic that I pacified the Vendee [region in western France],
and a [Muslim] that I established myself in
Egypt; it was by becoming ultramontane1 that
I won over public opinion in Italy. If I ruled a
people of Jews, I would rebuild the temple of
Solomon! Paradise is a central spot whither the
souls of men proceed along different roads;
every sect has a road of its own. . . .
'Favoring the pope over competing authorities.
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My power proceeds from my reputation, and my
reputation from the victories I have won. My
power would fall if I were not to support it
with more glory and more victories. Conquest
has made me what I am; only conquest can
maintain me. . . .

My mistress is power; I have done too much to
conquer her to let her be snatched away from
me. Although it may be said that power came
to me of its own accord, yet I know what
labour, what sleepless nights, what scheming,
it has involved. . . .
1809

Again I repeat that in war morale and opinion
are half the battle. The art of the great captain
has always been to make his troops appear very
numerous to the enemy, and the enemy's very
few to his own. So that to-day, in spite of the
long time we have spent in Germany, the enemy
do not know my real strength. We are constantly
striving to magnify our numbers. Far from confessing that I had only 100,000 men at Wagram
[French victory over Austria in 18091 I am constantly suggesting that I had 220,000. In my
Italian campaigns, in which I had only a handful
of troops, I always exaggerated my numbers. It
served my purpose, and has not lessened my
glory. My generals and practised soldiers could
always perceive, after the event, all the skilfulness of my operations, even that of having exaggerated the numbers of my troops.

In several ways, Napoleon anticipated the
strategies of twentieth-century dictators. He
concentrated power in his own hands, suppressed opposition, and sought to mold
public opinion by controlling the press and
education. The following Imperial Catechism
of 1806, which schoolchildren were required to memorize and recite, is a pointed
example of Napoleonic indoctrination.
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Lesson VII. Continuation of
the Fourth Commandment.
Q. What are the duties of Christians with
respect to the princes who govern them, and
what in particular are our duties towards
Napoleon I, our Emperor?
A. christians owe to the princes who govern
them, and we owe in particular to Napoleon I,
our Emperor, love, respect, obedience,fidelity, military service and the tributes laid for the preservation and defence of the Empire and of his
throne; we also owe to him fervent prayers for
his safety and the spiritual and temporal prosperity of the state.
Q. Why are we bound to all these duties towards our Emperor?
A. First of all, because God, who creates
empires and distributes them according to
His will, in loading our Emperor with gifts,
both in peace and in war, has established him
as our sovereign and has made him the minister of His power and His image upon the
earth. To honor and to serve our Emperor is then to
honorand to serve ~~d himself:secondly, because our Lord Jesus Christ by His doctrine as
well as by His example, has Himself taught
us what we owe to our sovereign: He was born
the subject of Caesar Augustus;2 He paid the
prescribed impost; and just as He ordered to
render to God that which belongs to God, so
He ordered to render to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar.
Q. Are there not particular reasons which
ought to attach us more strongly to Napoleon
I, our Emperor?
A. Yes; for it is he whom God has raised up
under difficult circumstances to re-establish
the public worship of the holy religion of our
fathers and to be the protector of it. He has
restored and preserved public order by his
profound and active wisdom; he defends the

ZCaesarAugustus (27 0.C.-A.D. 14) was the Roman emperor at the time that Jesus was born.

state by his powerful arm; he has become the
anointed of the Lord through the consecration
which he received from the sovereign pontiff,
head of the universal church.
to be
Q. What
Our
be lacking in their duty
A. According to the apostle Saint Paul,
they would be resisting the order established
by God

and

render

of

Q. Will the duties which are required us
towards our Emperor be equally binding with
respect to his lawful successors in the order established by the constitutions of the Empire?
A:Yes, without ,doubt; for we read in the
holy scriptures, that God, Lord of heaven and
earth, by an order of His supreme will and
through His ~rovidenceigives empires
only to one person in particular, but also to his

In the following letter (April 22, 1805) to
Joseph Fouch6, minister of ~olice,Napoleon reveals his intention to regulate public
opinion.

Repress the journals a little; make them produce wholesome articles. I want you to write to
the editors of the . . . newspapers that are most
widely read in order to let them know that the
time is not far away when, seeing that they are
no longer of service to me, I shall suppress
them along with all the others. . . . Tell them
that the . . . Revolution is over, and that there
is now only one party in France; that I shall
never allow the newspapers to say anything
contrary to my interests; that they may publish
a few little articles with just a bit of poison in
them, but that one fine day somebody will
shut their mouths.
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With varying degrees of success, Napoleon's administrators in conquered lands
provided positions based on talent, equalized taxes, and abolished serfdom and the
courts of the nobility. They promoted freedom of religion, fought clerical interference
with secular authority, and promoted secular education. By undermining the power of
European clergy and aristocrats, Napoleon
weakened the Old Regime irreparably in
much of Europe. A letter from Napoleon
to his brother Jkrhme, King of Westphalia,
illustrates Napoleon's desire for enlightened rule.

REFORMER
Fontainebleau, November 15, 1807
ToJh6me Napolebn, King of Westphalia
I enclose the Constitution for your Kingdom. It
embodies the conditions on which I renounce
all my rights of conquest, and all the claims I
have acquired over your state. You must faithfully observe it. I am concerned for the happiness of your subjects, not only as it affects your
reputation, and my own, but also for its influence on the whole European situation. Don't listen to those who say that-your subjects are so
accustomed to slavery that they will feel no
gratitude for the benefits you give them. There
is more intelligence in the Kingdom of Westphalia than they would have you believe; and
your throne will never be firmly established except upon the trust and affection of the common
people. What German opinion impatiently demands is that men of no rank, but of marked
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ability, shall have an equal claim upon your
favour and your employment, and that every
trace of serfdom, or of a feudal hierarchy between the sovereign and the lowest class of his
subjects, shall be done away. The benefits of
the Code Napoleon [legal code introduced by
Napoleon), public trial, and the introduction of
juries, will be the leading features of your government. And to tell you the truth, I count
more upon their effects, for the extension and
consolidation of your rule, than upon the most
resounding victories. I want your subjects to enjoy a degree of liberty, equality, and prosperity
hitherto unknown t o the German people. I
want this liberal regime to produce, one way or
another, changes which will be of the utmost
benefit to the system of the Confederation, and
to the strength of your monarchy. Such a
method of government will be a stronger barrier
between you and Prussia than the Elbe [River),
the fortresses, and the protection of France.
What people will want to return under the arbitrary Prussian rule, once it has tasted the benefits of a wise and liberal administration? In
Germany, as in France, Italy, and Spain, people
long for equality and liberalism. I have been
managing the affairs of Europe long enough
now to know that the burden of the privileged
classes was resented everywhere. Rule constitutionally. Even if reason, and the enlightenment
of the age, were not sufficient cause, it would be
good policy for one in your position; and you
will find that the backing of public opinion
gives you a great natural advantage over the absolute Kings who are your neighbours.

R E V I E W QUESTIONS
1. In his proclamations how did Napoleon Bonaparte try to raise the morale of his
troops?
2. How did Napoleon use propaganda to achieve his goals?
3. For what purpose was religious authority cited in the catechism of 1806? What
would Machiavelli (see page 10) have thought of this device?
4. How seriously did Napoleon adhere to the ideals of the Enlightenment and French
Revolution? Show how Napoleon spread the reforms of the French Revolution.

