MODERN WORLD HISTORY CORE ASSESSMENT
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN THE WEST COMES TO THE REST?
Essential Questions for Project
· How have technology and exchange transformed societies and the human experience?
· How did imperialism mutually affect the colonizer and the colonized world?
· How did the collapse of empires affect imperialized nations?
· What challenges arose in former colonies after they gained its independence? (Economic, social, political, geographic)

Background
In the 19th Century, many Western powers took over the non-industrialized parts of the world.  The resulting conquest changed the course of global history. In the 20th Century, the conquered countries gained their independence from those powers.  As they gained this freedom, these countries faced – and, in many cases, are still facing – many challenges.  
Assignment
You will be assigned two countries – one will be an imperial Western power, the second will be a region taken over by that power during the Age of Imperialism. You will research the history of imperialism in your assigned countries and then create a special edition, retrospective magazine that will contain eight one-page articles that describe and illustrate that history.  
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES SHOULD ADDRESS YOUR COLONY/COUNTRY BEFORE 1920
1. What was your region like before the Western power arrived?
· What ethnicities/tribes/civilizations already lived or existed in the region?

· What (if any) conflicts existed between these groups?

· What are some notable aspects of their pre-colonial history and culture?
2. Why did the Western power want to colonize your region?
· Why did the imperial power get involved in this region?

· What resources did the power want?

· What geopolitical (include map), economic, social, and political reasons drove imperialism in this region?
3. What methods did your Western power use to subdue and control your region?
· In what ways did the imperial power take over and maintain control of the imperialized nation? Give specific evidence (events, dates, major players, etc.)
4. How was it affected by the Western power? 
· What were the geopolitical, economic, social, and political results of imperialism in this country?

· What examples of resistance occurred in the country?

THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES SHOULD ADDRESS YOUR COLONY/COUNTRY AFTER 1920
1. How did your country gain independence?
· What nationalist movements/revolutions took place in your country?  Were they violent or non-violent?
· What were the important events/turning points/leading figures of gaining independence? 
· Did new boundaries exist that did not take into account ethnic groups/racial divisions? 
· What was the political status of your country post-independence? Was the country politically stable or did civil conflict/corruption exist? 
2. What is the current political status of your country and how does it look for the future? 

· Is the country currently involved in domestic/foreign conflicts? 
· Have there been changes in the government’s structure since receiving independence? What is the current structure of its political system?
· Where do you see evidence of the imperial political system in the current political model?
3. What is the current economic status of your country now?  How does it look for the future? 

· Has the country capitalized on natural and human resources? 
· Has the country developed the infrastructure or is there a lack of industrialism?
· What is the Gross Domestic Product? What are the available resources?
· How is your country addressing the following issues: basic daily needs, potable water, adequate shelter, standard of living?
4. What affect did de-colonization have on the cultural characteristics of your country?
· Did independence unify or create cultural tensions in your new country? How does it look for the future? 
· What aspects of the current culture are indigenous in your new country?  What aspects are influenced by the imperializing country?

· How is your country addressing the following: human rights, health/hygiene, religion’s role, education, gender?
What you are turning in: 

· INFORMATIONAL MAGAZINE  
· Create a special edition (model it after Time, Newsweek, or The Economist) that will answer all questions posed above.
· The magazine must include the following:

· Cover with a graphic that is applicable to the topic 
· Table of Contents that includes page numbers
· EIGHT one-page articles that reflect your understanding of the topic
· The first four will address each of the questions outlined in the PRE-1920 section of the assignment

· Background of colonized region

· Motives of imperialism

· Methods of imperialism

· Impact on imperialized nation through 1920

· The last four articles will address each of the questions outlined in the POST-1920 questions: 

· Gaining independence

· Current political status 

· Current economic status
· Cultural effects of imperialism
· Each article should contain at least five citations from three different sources
· Articles should be written in 10-point Times New Roman font, single-spaced, and in two columns per page.

· Each article should have a creative, applicable, and original title 
· Each article should have a picture that is applicable to the topic-at-hand

· TWO advertisements
· One should be for a resource that originally enticed the Western powers to conquer the region

· One should be for a current export of your country
· Can be drawn or created digitally
· Must be YOUR original work
· Two graphs or charts that are applicable to the topic at-hand

· Must include a two-sentence caption that describes the subject 
· Each must be applicable to a specific article.  They must enhance a point you are making or including. 
· Video link- include a screenshot of the video AND its URL
· Must be attached to one of your articles
· Must have a caption that explains the video and how it illustrates the content of the article
· Political cartoon

· You must create a political cartoon in your magazine that illustrates the unique situation of your country/colony FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF THE IMPERIALIZED POPULATION before 1920
· You must include a paragraph explaining your cartoon.  (The cartoon should explain itself, but the paragraph helps us understand any fine details your brilliant artistic mind may have included.)
· Letter to the editor

· A one-page letter to the magazine from an imperial official in your colony expressing why he disagrees with the message in the cartoon

· This should highlight what the empire perceives it is doing to help the imperialized people

· Editorial
· Editorial needs a creative and original title 

· You must answer the following question: In 30 years, will your country have achieved the level of economic, political, and social success that their former imperial country has today?  
· Answer the question using the information that you have published in your POST-1920 magazine articles

· Must be one page in length

· Use the following website to aid you: http://www.ehow.com/how_2283985_write-newspaper-editorials.html 
· Bibliography
· Must use at least 12 sources (Wikipedia DOES NOT count as a source in your bibliography).  Remember, that means that if you use 12 sources, you are doing the bare minimum.
· NO ANSWER FARMS (ask.com, about.com, Yahoo answers, etc.)
· Must be in proper MLA format 
· We will use NoodleTools so that I can give you feedback as we go
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